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IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A medical device for joining an upper esophageal sac 
and a lower esophageal sac in an infant, the medical device comprising an esophageal 
catheter comprising an operative end, a distal end and an upper magnet operatively 
connected to the distal end, the upper magnet having a constant magnetic force; 

wherein the upper magnet is configured to abut an interior surface of the 
upper esophageal sac, and further wherein the upper magnet is config ured to apply an 
approximating force to the upper esophageal sac so as to a pproximate the upper 
esophageal sac with the lower esophageal sac , 

2. (Original) The medical device of claim 1 , wherein the upper magnet is 
slidably disposed on the distal end. 

3. (Currently Amended) A medical device for joining an upper esophageal sac 
and a lower esophageal sac in an infant, the medical device comprising a gastric 
catheter comprising an operative end, a distal end, and a lower magnet operatively 
connected to the distal end, the lower magnet having a constant magnetic force; 

wherein the lower magnet is configured to abut an interior surface of the 
lower esophageal sac, and wherein the lower magnet is configured to apply an 
approximating force to the lower esophageal sac so as to approxi mate the upper 
esophageal sac with the lower esophageal sac . 

4. (Original) The medical device of claim 3, wherein the lower magnet is 
slidably disposed on the distal end. 

5. (Currently Amended) A medical system for joining an upper esophageal 
sac and a lower esophageal sac in an infant, the medical device comprising: 

a first elongate member comprising an operative end, a distal end and an 
upper magnet having a constant magnetic force connected to the distal end, the upper 
magnet being configured to abut an interior surface of the upper e sophageal sac; and 
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a second elongate member comprising an operative end, a distal end, 
and a lower magnet connected to the distal end, the lower ma onet being configured to 
abut an interior surface of the lower esophageal sac; 

wherein the upper magnet and the lower magnet are configured to 
approximate the upper esophageal sac and the lower esophageal sac. 

6. (Original) The medical system of claim 5, wherein the upper magnet is 
configured to mate with the lower magnet. 

7. (Original) The medical system of claim 6, wherein the upper magnet is 
bullet-shaped and the lower magnet comprises a bullet-shaped recess. 

8. (Original) The medical system of claim 6, wherein the upper magnet 
comprises a bullet-shaped recess and the lower magnet is bullet-shaped. 

9. (Previously Presented) The medical system of claim 5, further comprising: 

a guide wire; and 

a passageway extending axially through the first elongate member, the 
passageway being adapted to receive the guide wire. 

1 0. (Original) The medical system of claim 5, wherein the first elongate 
member further comprises: 

a passageway extending axially through the first elongate member; and 
a flexible elongate member extending axially through the interior of the 

passageway, the flexible elongate member being operatively connected to the upper 

magnet. 

1 1 . (Original) The medical system of claim 5. wherein the second elongate 
member further comprises: 

a passageway extending axially through the second elongate member; 

and 

a flexible elongate member extending axially through the passageway, the 
flexible elongate member being operatively connected to the lower magnet. 
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12. (Original) The medical system of claim 1 1 , further comprising a hub 
operatively connected to the operative end of the second elongate member; and a 
valve operatively connected to the hub. 

13. (Previously Presented) The medical system of claim 5, wherein the second 
elongate member further comprises: 

a balloon; and 

a passageway extending axially through the elongate member, the 
passageway having a distal end and an operative end, the distal end of the 
passageway being connected to the balloon; and 

a balloon operation hub operatively connected to the operative end of the 

passageway. 

14. (Original) The medical system of claim 1 1 , wherein the second 
elongate member further comprises: 

a balloon; and 

a second passageway extending axially through the second elongate 
member, the second passageway having a distal end and an operative end, the distal 
end of the second passageway being connected to the balloon; and 

a balloon operation hub operatively connected to the operative end of the 
second passageway. 

15. (Previously Presented) The medical device of claim 5, wherein the second 
elongate member further comprises: 

a plurality of ports; 

a passageway extending axially through the second elongate member, 
the passageway having a distal end and an operative end, the distal end of the 
passageway being configured to communicate with the plurality of ports; and 

a gastrostomy hub operatively connected to the operative end of the 

passageway. 

16. (Original) The medical device of claim 14, wherein the second 
elongate member further comprises: 
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a plurality of ports; 

a third passageway extending axially through the second elongate 
member, the third passageway having a distal end and an operative end, the distal end 
of the third passageway being configured to communicate with the plurality of ports; 
and 

a gastrostomy hub operatively connected to the operative end of the third 

passageway. 

1 7. (Original) The medical system of claim 5, further comprising a band 
and a flared distal portion, wherein the upper magnet is secured to the distal end of the 
first elongate member by the band and the flared distal portion. 

18. (Currently Amended) A medical system for joining an upper esophageal 
sac and a lower esophageal sac, the medical system comprising: 

an esophageal catheter comprising: 

an operative end, a distal end, and an upper magnet, the upper magnet 
having a constant magnetic force and being configured to abut an interio r surface of the 
upper esophageal sac ; 

a passageway extending axially through the esophageal catheter; 

and an elongate member extending axially through the passageway, the 
flexible elongate member being operatively connected to the upper magnet; and 

a gastric catheter comprising: 

an operative end, a distal end, and a lower magnet, the lower magnet 
being configured to abut an interior surface of the lower esophageal sac , wherein the 
upper magnet is configured to constantly attract the lower magnet; 

a passageway extending axially through the gastric catheter, the 
passageway having an operative end; 

an elongate member extending axially through the passageway, the 
elongate member being operatively connected to the lower magnet; 

a hub operatively connected to the operative end of the passageway; a 
balloon; a second passageway extending axially through the gastric catheter, the 
second passageway having a distal end and an operative end, the distal end of the 
passageway being connected to the balloon; 
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a balloon operation hub operatively connected to the operative end of the 
second passageway; a plurality of ports; 

a third passageway extending axially through the gastric catheter, the 
third passageway having a distal end and an operative end, the distal end of the third 
passageway being configured to communicate with the plurality of ports; and 

a hub operatively connected to the operative end of the third 
passageway. 

19. Cancelled. 
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